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MEMORANDUM FOR: The Director of Central Intelligence 
THROVGR : Deputy Director (Intelligence) 
SUBJECT : Unidentified Flying objects 
REFERENCE: 


(&} Request of the Director of 10 December 1y52 
{b)} Memo from AD/SI to Direetor dated 10 December 1952 


i. Pursuant to the request of the Director, the following amplifi- 
cation of Reference (>) and review of the current situation is subaitted. 
A preliaioary review of the UBAF Investigation of this eubject bas been 
coupleted, With respect to the recent incidents esuserated ia Refereice 
(es), additional inforsation has been obtained which is appended as Tab A. 


2. A trip to Air Technieal Intelligence Center was made on Friday, 
12 Decenber by 20/31, (conc. :ast), ond 
(Operations Staff/SI}. During this visit the 0/SI group was 


riefed on the current status of the investization, end coples of selected 
case studies end progress reports were obtained. Thiea waterial has been 
subsequently studied in detail. 


3+ There still exists no ressonsble evidence that the objects 
aighted are of foreign origin. While there is no indication that these 
objects represent a direct threat to the aational defense, there axe 
certain potential dangers which are related to these sightings. As a 
result of the trip and these conclusions, 0/SI is proceeding with plang. 
to convene a group (probably not sore than three), of top level consul/i- 
ante in the fields of puysics (radar and upper ateosphere), astropuysics 
and astronomy, to review the evidence and recomend with respect io: 


a. Methodology of investigation of unidentified flying 
objects. 


ke Instrumentation to obtain data in future sightings. 


ce. Methods of rapid identifioation of unidentified flying 
objacte. 


a. Desirability for convening of a larger panel. 
( 
We are deferring for the present the convening of a large panel of diverse 
scientific interests for a detailed review of the substantive aspects of 
the problem kecause of insufficient and ineoaplete deta. 
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4. An informal query lof current interest in this 
subject resulted in a repo! subject had been quiet watil skout 


two weeks when « “sight of 4 perfect flying saucer" was wade by 
More information on this case 
& being Ge 
25X1C 


Aasistant pinector 
Seilentif£ie Intelligence 


Distribution: 
Director ~ orig & 1 


Opns/SI - 1 
AD/SI - 2 


OSI :RLC:FCD/mtw 


(18 Dec 52) 
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1. Motton Matures, Trewonton, Utah 


This ceee involves the sighting and photographing (Kcdachrone fila) 
of ‘ten bright lights uoving acrose the sky on 2 July 1952 in rough forna- 
tion. Source ie @ Chief Photographer's Mate, USN, with 17 years photo- é 
graphic experience. The local tine was 1110; weather conditions bright, 
clear, no Clouds. Objects appeared to be “milling sbout" while traveling 


Status: ATIC Photograpnic Laboratory exemination of the file resulted 
in following conclusions: 


a 10 odjects, 011 alike in movement and size. 
be Decidedly improbable that they are birds or balloons. 


Ge xact nature cannot be deterzined, because they are 
visible only es email spots of light. It can be deduced, howe 
ever, that they are either non-spherica] in ebape and sinilar 
to bright metal in reflectance or else variably self-luainous. 
Cbjecte which follow sintlar courses shov similar brightness 
reve or biigad which coulda be caused by their taking simller flight 
attitudes. 


3. = Appareutly @ coordination of movement to some extent 
Gong these objects. They seen to wove in formations whieh are 
probably 3-dimensional in arrangenent. 


e. The movements suggest flight paths consisting of skew 
Curves in space. 


f. The single object whieh xyeversed course remained 
reasonably uoiform in brightness. It followed nearly straight, 
aiue path with reasongble uniformity of motion at an angular 
Wesuclty of about 2.1 "fsec. (Thig ig equivalent to the 
fvaivelag speeds: 37 mph @200 yards; 75 mph 9 1000 yards; 

313 ‘aps 95000 yards; 756 mph %10,000 yards; ete.), 


&» It would probebly be extremely difficult to imitate 
this photography for fraudulent purposes. 


Thig film is currently under exeaination by the U. 5. Navy Photo Inter. 
aa Laboratory, Anseostia. Esatinated completion date: 15 January 
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Tale alshting ocecurred the night ef 10-11 Setober 1952 frou 2500 to 
0300 Logal tine, by observers «> the weather stations at these Aix Forde 
Eases. The description of the light ves “eireular orange object with 
four green lishte nearby." ‘Thesdolite sightings of elevation and azi~ 
that were obtained. Weather was clear. 


Status: A eomparison of observed azimuths and elevations of the gup+ 
powed object with the calculated position and relative motion of the 
planet Jupiter leave littic doubt that the observed object was actually 
Jupiter. 
sorted Sightings of « Strange Object in Florida 

This sighting wis reported by a Bay Ccoutwaster to have occurred at 
2150 losal tine on 19 August 1952 neer West Palm Beach, Floridsa. Acserd~ 
ing to the story given, the source wes driving along deserted road in 
his car, together with four Eoy Scouts. Sighting a strange light, source 
stopped the car, cautioned the boys to wait, and entered the pablsatto 
undergrowth alone. When he did net return in a few minutes, and witnesa- 
ing some strange lights in the vicinity of the scoutmaster, the boys went 
for help, returning with a deputy sheriff. The scoutmaster oppeared, 
badly frightened, slightly burned on the forearms. His story was that 
he bad geen a large eireuiar object about eight feet over his head whieh 
had released a "fire ball" whieh descended on him. He stated that he hed 
thrown hineeif upon the ground and "blacked owt.” There vere various 
other ethroideries to the story. His cap was burned slightly end seuples 
of grass taken from the imaediate vicinity of the “sighting” differed 
strangely in appearance from samples 75 yards away. 


Status: The background of the souree indlesates an unsavory personal 
Teputation and criminal record, resulting in the belief that the report 
may bave been an elaborate hoax. However, the unusual condition of the 
grass seeples is currently unexplained. This fact, together with other 
aspects of the case, leave final determination in doubt at this tine. 
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